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Sam Goes To See 

A Burning Bush 
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Hi! My name is Sam and I live in New 

Zealand. See me in the picture? I’m with my 

toy dragon. I take him with me wherever I 

go. He’s sort of like a T. Rex dragon. I call 

him a Firosaurus (Fiery for short) ’cos 

dragons breathe fire. 

 

Have you heard the extraordinary story 

about Moses and the burning bush? I heard 

it read from the Bible and it seemed 

intriguing to me. I think I might go in my 

Special Time Machine to check it out. I 

should tell you that my Special Time 

Machine—I call it my STM for short—is 

brilliant; it lets me go to other places and 

other times. This means I can go and see 

events that happened in the Bible a long 

time ago.  

 

Any of you like to come with me and Fiery 

to Mount Horeb about 3390 years ago? 

Come on, then. Let’s all get in.  Now we 

shut the door—if we don’t, someone might 

fall out and be left behind somewhere in 

mediaeval times or something.  
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This is Sam and Fiery. 

 

Sam has a Special Time Machine. 

 

Sam can go back in time. 
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So, here we go. I know all the controls. OK. 

We’re at cruising speed now—going 

backwards in time about 1500 years every 

minute. If you look out the window you’ll 

soon see St Francis talking to the birds; and 

not long after that you’ll see Jesus on the 

cross; and then King David, that great king 

of Israel. Now we are slowing down.  

 

Look! My yearometer says we’ve gone 

back 3300 years—3320, 3340, 3360, 3380, 

slow down, 3390. Feel the bump? We’ve 

just landed on Mount Horeb in the year 

1380 BC. Let’s get out and see what’s going 

on.  

 

Come on, Fiery. You can come too! Gosh! 

This is a big mountain we’re on. It’s pretty 

cold up this high. And not much growing: 

just a bit of brownish grass—and look over 

there at that funny-looking scrubby bush.  

 

And it’s pretty lonely: just one man—he’s 

got a sort of crook thing. He must be a 

shepherd. Oh, he is. See his sheep over 

there?  
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Sam went to Mount Horeb. 

 

He saw a man near a bush. 

 

The man was minding sheep. 



6 

But now—look what’s happening! Look at 

the scrubby bush; it’s caught fire—all by 

itself! I hope you didn’t breathe on it, Fiery! 

(Just joking.) 

 

What’s even stranger is it’s just going on 

burning without shrivelling up. That’s 

certainly got the man’s attention! But then, 

it would, wouldn’t it?  

 

And now—listen! There’s a voice calling: 

‘Moses, Moses.’ That must be the man’s 

name—Moses.  

 

Look! Moses is going to go and examine the 

burning bush.  

 

Listen! There’s the voice again: ‘Don’t 

come any closer. Take off your shoes: this is 

holy ground.’ 

 

Hey! This must be God, and this must be 

God’s special place. Can you believe it?  
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Suddenly the bush caught fire. 

 

But it didn’t burn up. 

 

A voice called out to Moses. 
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And look! Moses has just realized it too. He’s 

taken his shoes off and now he’s kneeling 

down. I think he’s just realized that the 

voice is God’s voice. This really is strange: 

this just looked like a scrubby bush, but it’s 

really a special place, a place where God 

is. 

 

And listen to what God’s saying now. You 

can’t hear anything? Well, I can. God’s 

telling Moses that His people in Egypt are 

having a really hard time and He’s going to 

send Moses to rescue them. 

 

Moses doesn’t look too pleased with that; I 

think he must be a bit shy. I wonder what 

Moses will do.  

 

I’d love to stay and see what happens, but I 

think we should get back to our own time, 

and home. Hop in the Special Time 

Machine! Are we all in? Here we go. Hey, 

look out the window. There’s King David 

again. And there’s the cross; and now St 

Francis. We’d better slow down; otherwise 

we’ll overshoot.  
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Sam and Fiery zoomed back 

 

in the Special Time Machine. 

 

It was time for tea. 

God told Moses he had to go  

 

to Egypt and help people there. 
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Well, that was an exciting trip. Fancy seeing 

Moses himself—not to mention hearing 

God.  

 

You know what? When I was there on the 

mountain, I was thinking the burning bush 

was a holy place—God’s holy place—just 

disguised as a scrubby bush. Well, I’ve been 

thinking. I might have got that wrong. It 

may be that everywhere is a holy place 

and it’s just that we don’t see it.  

 

So this is a holy place. Home is a holy place. 

School is a holy place.  

 

All places where God is. Perhaps if we 

looked out for God in all these holy places, 

He wouldn’t have to set them on fire so that 

we’d sit up and take notice! 

 

That was a great story from the Bible, wasn’t 

it, Fiery? 

 
� 

 
(Did you know you can read about it in the Bible? 

It’s in Exodus 3:1-10.) 
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Sam and Fiery enjoyed the story  

 

about Moses. 

 

Sam decided God is everywhere. 
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